





Te Mississippi Coastal Cleanup features thousands

of volunteers who pick up tons of trash. During the
2017 cleanup, 1,763 volunteers picked up wmore than 13

tons of litter from wore than 40 sites along the coast.
Plastic bottles, straws, wrappers, and cigarette butts made
up most of the garbage removed from Mississippi’s coastline,
waterways, and barrier islands.
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n the day of the 2017 Mississippi Coastal Cleanup,
commum’ry members came together at 8 a.m. The campaign
is usually held each October to avoid the potential impacts
of hurricane season, but severe weather concerns forced
organizers to reschedule the 2017 Coastal Cleanup to November
just before Thanksgiving. Generous sponsors offered lunches
to the volunteers on-site.

MILSIT GABRIL | 4TH GRADE | GORENFLO ELEMENTARY






=1\ long with nearly 20000 plastic bottles, volunteers
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alo collected close to 50,000 cigarette butts at the 2017

Mississippi Coastal Cleanup. Altogether, more than 26,000
pounds of trash were collected, including discarded beverage
cans, plastic and paper bags, and cups and plates.
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olunteers covered more than 200 wiles of Mississippi’s
coastlines, waterways, and barrier islands as they collected

the litter polluting the Gulf Coast. Extension specialists are
developing corresponding educational programming to promote
the importance of proper frash disposal and demonstrate
methods for reducing and properly disposing of trash.
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71 olunteers received trash and recycling bags, along with
data cards, to remove and report litter. The data cards allowed

volunteers to describe what they found so the sources of marine
debris could be determined. Pollution-prevention and pollution-
education campaigns were then developed for the state, region,
nation, and world.
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ne entangled pelican was discovered during the 2017

Mississippi Coastal Cleanup. The Wildlife Care and Rescue Center

was nofified and ensured the bird was released safely.

LUIS GUEVARA | 4TH GRADE | GORENFLO ELEMENTARY
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Y\ nyone who registered online for the 2017 Mississippi
Coastal Cleanup will receive an automatic email notification

to sign up for the 2018 cleanup, to be held Saturday,
October 20, 2018. To be added fo the list, you may sign up at
http:/mscoastalcleanup.org/contact_us.
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ost Mississippi Coastal Cleanup volunteers wore
gloves to avoid the sharp edges of some garbage, as well as foot

protection in water to protect their feet from cuts from shells.
When volunteers discovered trash that was too heavy to lift
comfortably, they contacted their zone captains to arrange for

rewoval.
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most productive finfish and shellfish waters, as well as their
supporting coastal wetlands. The coast is rich in natural
resources, so profecting and maintaining its lands and waters
through the Mississippi Coastal Cleanup protects those
resources for future generations.

ANGEL KELLY | 6TH GRADE | THREE RIVERS ELEMENTARY
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hile the Mississippi Coastal Cleanup effort attracts
thousands of volunteers each year, Extenmsion and Task
Force organizers want to stop littering before the trash

reaches the water. Discover wore about Mississippi land
debris, including where it comes from, how long it lasts in
the environment, and how you can wmake a difference, at

BENJI ELLIOT | 5TH GRADE | BILOXI UPPER ELEMENTARY
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L ake a difference, one bag at a time! Every October,
’rhousands of concerned citizens take to the streets and
beaches all along the Gulf Coast to pick up trash that can
pollute our waterways and endanger the lives of countless
animals. Won't you join us on October 20, 20187 Sign up today
at http:/mscoastalcleanup.org!

MALAYA BETTING | 5TH GRADE | BILOXI UPPER ELEMENTARY
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Te Mississippi Coastal Cleanup is an important part of

the International Coastal Cleanup, sponsored by Ocean

Conservancy. By rewmoving garbage from the Gulf Coast,
volunteers are benefiting the environment and setting a
positive example of good environmental stewardship. This
volunteer effort is one of the largest in the state.

DANIELLE ATTENDORFER 4TH GRADE GORENFLO ELEMENTARY



i

ATt 4

-

o
i
4

l ..,
453
...“m.\u.
F Lgiy
§in




29



7)) ince 1988 thousands of volunteers have gathered
each fall to remove willions of pounds of frash from
Mississippi’s coastline, waterways, and barrier islands.

To become a volunteer or sponsor for the anwnval event,
organized by the Mississippi State University Extension
Service and the Mississippi Marine Debris Task Force, visit
http:/mscoastaleleanup.org today!
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The Mississippi Coastal Cleanup would not be possible without the support of our sponsors.
We thank

CHEVRON PASCAGOULA REFINERY TEAM WASTE THE SHED BARBEQUE & BLUES JOINT
MississIPPI DEPARTMENT OF MARINE RESOURCES MISSISSIPPI DEPARTMENT OF
ENVIRONMENTAL QUALITY NATIONAL OCEANIC AND ATMOSPHERIC ADMINISTRATION
OCEAN CONSERVANCY MISSISSIPPI-ALABAMA SEA GRANT USM FOUNDATION
WLOX NEwWSs WXXV 25 BILOXI SHUCKERS PORT OF GULFPORT
THE NATURE CONSERVANCY DOMINO’S SHIP ISLAND EXCURSIONS
SMOOTHIE KING HOTEL & RESTAURANT SUPPLY.
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